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Bulletin: No. 2013-14
Subject: Projected POST Budget Deficit

In February 2013, the state Department of Finance (DOF) notified the Commission on Peace
Officer Standards and Training (POST) of a projected $5 million budget shortfall at the end of
Fiscal Year (FY) 2014-15. This projected shortfall is the result of five years of declining special
fund revenues from the State Penalty Assessment Fund.

Since February 2013, staff has met with DOF to confirm the scope of the deficit and define a
strategy for dealing with any shortfall. Due to a higher than anticipated number of reimbursable
trainees in FY 2012-13, the actual projected FY 2014-15 deficit became $7.8 million.

Expenditures must be reduced to avoid a deficit at the end of FY 2014-15. To accomplish this,
staff evaluated alternatives to eliminate the deficit with minimal disruption to the field. The
following four cost reduction actions have been implemented:

1. Beginning January 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015, Backfill Reimbursement will be
suspended. (1.5 FYs.)

2. Beginning January 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015, all contract courses that are not
mandated or that do not directly support Basic Courses will be reduced to their FY 2012-
13 actual expenditure. (1.5 FYs.) Attachment 1 is a list of courses excluded from this
reduction. Staff will be contacting all contract presenters to identify decreases in
presentations.

3. Beginning January 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015, all Plan IV reimbursement (travel,
lodging, commuter lunch and per diem) will be suspended. (1.5 FYs.) Contract and
mandated training courses are exempt from this reduction.

4. Beginning July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015, all symposia, workshops, and seminars
will be suspended. Team Building Workshops will be exempt from this suspension but
the number of presentations will be reduced. Other exemptions may be granted at the
discretion of the Executive Director. (1 FY.) Symposia, workshops and seminars
previously scheduled through June 30, 2014 may proceed as scheduled but must conclude
prior to June 30, 2014.

POST is acutely aware of the difficulty these reductions present to all agencies and presenters.
Staff will closely monitor revenues with an eye toward restoring funding as soon as possible.
Meanwhile, department heads and training managers are encouraged to maximize the use of the
Learning Portal to meet departmental training needs (Over 65,000 California peace officers and
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dispatchers use the Learning Portal). By combining Learning Portal courses with the exempt courses
listed on Attachment 1, agencies will have access to affordable and appropriate training for staff until
reimbursement funds can be restored.

Questions regarding these reimbursement reductions should be directed to your POST region
consultant, POST contract manager, or to Assistant Executive Director Dick Reed at (916) 227-2803,
or by e-mail at Dick.Reed@post.ca.gov; and after November 1, 2013, please contact Assistant
Executive Director Stephanie Scofield at (916) 227-2803, or by e-mail at
Stephanie.Scofield@post.ca.gov.

ROBERT A. STRESAK
Executive Director

Attachment 1 — List of Excluded Courses
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